Abstract

Speech-perception evolves in tune with the functioning of the auditory system of the child.
Difficulties with speech-perception can either be due to a central or peripheral hearing loss,
which can be detected by speech tests. There is currently a lack of standardized and
computerized test-material that describes children’s speech-perception. Bilingualism occurs in
more than half of the world's population and there is an increasing number of children being
raised in bilingual homes, yet the language development of bilingual children is not as well
described as in monolingual children. Previous studies display contradictory statements
regarding the impact of bilingualism on language development in children. However,
researchers agree on that the age of the child is of great importance when it comes to language
learning, the earlier the child is exposed to language, the faster and better the child masters
them. The main objective of this study was to compare the speech-perception in silent and
competing speech background of normal-hearing monolingual and simultaneous bilingual
children with the Listen-Say speech-perception test.

Total number of participants was thirty-three children, 20 monolingual and 13 bilingual. The
mean age of the mononlingual children was 96 months (8:0 years) and 104 months (8:8 years)
of the bilingual children. The results showed that both groups of children had a high level of
performance in overall discrimination ability of consonant contrasts (monolingual children:
95.4%; bilingual children: 94.0%). Moreover, results displayed that monolingual children had
significantly faster reaction times for correctly identified target words in competing speech
background compared to bilingual children. When the effect age was removed, results showed
no significant difference between monolingual and bilingual children. The conclusion of this
study was therefore that monolingual and bilingual children had comparable speech-
perception ability.
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Sammanfattning
Sammanfattning
Talperception utvecklas i samklang med ett fungerande hérselsystem hos barnet.

Talperceptionssvarigheter kan antingen bero pa en central eller perifer horselnedsattning,
vilket kan pavisas genom taltester. For narvarande saknas det ett standardiserat och datoriserat

testmaterial som beskriver talperception hos barn. Tvasprakighet forekommer hos mer an



halva jordens befolkning och antalet barn som véxer upp i tvasprakiga hem okar. Trots det ar
sprakutvecklingen hos tvasprakiga barn inte lika val beskriven som hos ensprakiga barn.
Tidigare studier inom detta omrade innehaller motstridiga pastaenden angaende paverkan av
tvasprakighet pa sprakutvecklingen hos barn. Forskarna ar emellertid Gverens om att barnets
alder har en stor betydelse nar det géller sprakinlarning, ju tidigare barnet utsatts for spraken,
desto snabbare och béttre beharskar barnet dem.

Syftet med denna studie var att jamfora talperception i tyst och i stérande tal hos
normalhorande ensprakiga och simultant tvasprakiga barn med talperceptionstestet Lyssna-
Ség. Totala antalet deltagare var trettiotre barn: 20 ensprakiga och 13 tvasprakiga. De
ensprakiga barnen var i snitt 96 manader gamla (8:0 ar) och de tvasprakiga 104 manader (8:8
ar). Resultaten visade att bada grupperna presterade hogt pa totala antalet korrekt
diskriminerade konsonantkontraster (ensprakiga barn: 95.4%, tvasprakiga barn: 94.0%).
Vidare framkom att ensprakiga barn hade signifikant snabbare reaktionstider for korrekt
identifierade malord i storande tal jamfort med tvasprakiga barn. Nar alderseffekten togs bort
visade resultatet ingen signifikant skillnad mellan ensprakiga och tvasprakiga barn. Slutsatsen
av denna studie blev darmed att ensprakiga och tvasprakiga barn hade jambordig
talperceptionsformaga.
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tyst bakgrund.



